C AMPAIGN TO

Restore & Preserve
the Historic Unitarian Church of Barnstable

330 Main Street, Barnstable, MA

C ASE FOR SUPPORT
“[We honor] the historic buildings in our midst...by working to
see that they continue to play a vibrant role
at the heart of the community.”
- Stephanie Meeks, Historic Preservationist

A History Worth Preserving
Settled in 1639 by Reverend John Lothrop and his congregation,
Barnstable became a major commercial hub and Cape Cod's most
populous colonial settlement of the time. Lothrop is remembered
as a strong proponent of the idea of the separation of church
and state (freedom of religion), which eventually became the
mainstream view of people in the United States. "Lothrop left an
indelible mark on the culture of New England, and through that,
upon the rest of the country."1

originally the home of Reverend Lothrop and now the oldest
public library building in the United States.
Individually and collectively, these landmarks are valued for their
historical significance. Their preservation is vital to retaining the
character and culture of Barnstable Village.

Barnstable Village is one of our nation's first and best-preserved
historic communities. The Cobb’s Hill Historic District, a nearly
one-mile stretch along the village's Old King's Highway (Route 6A),
contains many historic vistas, landmarks, homes, and buildings
that reflect the settlement of Cape Cod, key events in our early
American history, and life at the founding of our country.
The area still proudly holds the homes of M. Hinckley, D.G. Bacon,
and F.D. Cobb, among many others. The historic Unitarian Church
of Barnstable traces its roots to the founding of the village—it,
along with other treasured historic buildings and sites represent
a physical and cultural expression of our town's rich heritage. Just
two examples include the Olde Colonial Courthouse where John
Adams once argued before the court and the Sturgis Library,
1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lothropp

Today, near the intersection of Main Street/6A
(originally a Native American foot path) and Hyannis Road,
we recognize the Unitarian Church of Barnstable atop Cobbs Hill.
Many historic homes and buildings exist only through preservation
efforts supported by individuals and communities.

"I love coming over the brow of Cobb’s Hill and seeing the clock—village clocks
are invaluable, and this is ours! And the rooster is a treasure that makes me feel
at home when I see it. Our three-year old granddaughter already feels this too,
and, to me, that's what preserving this special building is all about."

- Susan Littlefield, Resident

"I am a direct descendant of Barnstable's Mercy Otis Warren—local
poet, playwright, and pamphleteer who was heavily influential in the
independence movement that led to the American Revolution...My parents
were married at the Unitarian Church of Barnstable in 1975.
Today, as I pass the church, I'm often reminded of the role it played throughout
my family's history. This building is one of the most prominent historical
landmarks in Barnstable and I fully support the need to preserve it!"

- Mercy Warren, Resident

"The first thing you see when entering our village, the historic church is a beacon
for us all. It is my sincere hope that its preservation will ensure that it remains
an integral part of Barnstable Village's beautiful, historic landscape for many
generations to come."

- Rich French, Barnstable Historical Society President

A Building Worth Saving
The Unitarian Church of Barnstable
is one of the most iconic structures in Barnstable's historic landscape.
As a congregation from the time of the town's original settlement, a church that was
formative in its teachings, and a building that has been central to community life since the town's earliest days,
the Unitarian Church of Barnstable is uniquely important to our cultural heritage and, therefore, must be preserved.

THE STORY OF BARNSTABLE'S GROWTH AND EVOLUTION CAN BE TOLD THROUGH THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH...
CULTURAL BACKGROUND

In the colonial era, there was no clear separation between church
and state. Towns and villages were led by clergy. Meetinghouses,
synonymous with church buildings, were places to hold
Sunday church services as well as conduct town meetings and
community affairs.

1639-1646

1646-1681

Reverend John Lothrop conducts church services
outdoors at Sacrament Rock until his home (now
Sturgis Library) can be used.

1715

Barnstable is divided into two parishes (East and
West) to accommodate the growing population.

1736

Construction of The East Parish/Cobb's Hill
Meetinghouse (the first building on Cobb’s Hill) is
complete. It served as Barnstable Village’s public
meetinghouse and church for over 100 years.

1753

The East Parish Meetinghouse is expanded.

1836

The East Parish Meetinghouse is replaced with a
smaller church building, informally known as the
Unitarian Church of Barnstable.

1905

The church building is destroyed by fire.

Barnstable's first meetinghouse is located
on Lothrop Hill.

1907

The newly built Unitarian Church is dedicated.
This is the building that still stands today.

1960

The Warren Hall addition is constructed.

1979

Another addition is added to the west end.

2016-2022

TODAY'S
CONGREGATION

The building is a handsome example of Colonial
Revival style architecture, noteworthy for
the complex arrangement of its clock tower,
belfry, and copper domed cupola as well as the
neoclassical elegance of its front façade. Most
notably, it was designed by renowned American
Architect Guy Lowell who is recognized for
designing the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and
many Harvard buildings.

$350,000 is spent in repairs/restoration
work as well as preservation assessments
and planning.
Community impact is a hallmark of the
Unitarian Church of Barnstable. The
congregation’s community outreach
efforts, advocacy, and general good
works have continued for hundreds
of years. Today, they include a wide
spectrum of activities, programs, and
charitable activities that support many
facets of our community.
The Church building is also an important
community space used by many
community groups to meet, organize,
and further their good works.

Historic designations
affirm the building’s
historic and architectural
significance to the community.

A Need Worth Meeting
In addition to regular maintenance, UCB has made major improvements to the church building
in recent years. The structure, however, has passed its 100-year mark and is still in need of more
significant restoration and preservation work that will maintain its historic integrity.
To meet the needs of both the church community and the larger community, we need a facility
that is in good condition—safe, secure, sustainable, and architecturally true to its origins.
Its presence on the Old Kings Highway, prominently located at the top of Cobb's Hill and at
the entrance to the town, is an argument for the importance of its appearance. Not to restore
and preserve this edifice would leave a hole in the historic face of the town's main street, or
at the very least, it would irreparably scar it.

The Unitarian Church building is
recognized as a historic structure
on the:
National Register
of Historic Places
Barnstable Multiple
Resource District
Old King’s Highway Historic District
(the largest historic district in the nation)
Cobb’s Hill Local Historic District
The building has held a Preservation
Restriction since 2009

" We are determined that the building continue to be a point of pride in the village.
Restoration and preservation will ensure that this iconic structure remains an emblem
of the community's historic past and part of Barnstable's historic landscape
while it continues to serve the contemporary needs of the community."
- Crystal Gips, UCB Capital Projects Coordinator

CONDITIONS ASSESSMENT
Spencer, Sullivan & Vogt, an architectural firm specializing in historic preservation, conducted
a Conditions Assessment of the building. It revealed a variety of repair and preservation
work needed. The assessment states that some of this work is urgent, and all of it is critical to
mitigating more serious future problems.

A $1.35 Million Capital Campaign
The scope of work needed exceeds UCB’s available
capital endowment resources and will require
support from many sources, including public
funding, foundation grant support, and private
donations. With Campaign funding support, UCB
plans to conduct the following restoration and
preservation work:

» Reinforce wood framing to repair interior
structural defects inside the tower
» Replace the original copper roof of the cupola
dome, which is leaking
» Replace and repair failing wood on the octagonal
belfry and ornamental columns
» Restore wood cladding and trim across the
building exterior
» Regild the weathervane and clock faces
» Replace deteriorating gutters with copper gutters
» Replace existing lead flashing with copper across
the building's exterior
» Replace the sanctuary’s asphalt shingle roof
» Prepare and paint all exterior wooden surfaces
» Repair and restore miscellaneous damaged
features: wood details; deteriorated siding, fascia
boards, cornices, trim, rotted moldings, etc.

Please Give
The physical structures passed down
through generations define our
community's unique and valuable
historic identity.

Your Support

in helping to preserve the historic
Unitarian Church of Barnstable
will maintain the Cape's local history,
economic vitality, and culture for
generations to come.
The community's generous support
is essential to the success of this project.
We are deeply grateful
for contributions of all sizes.
We accept most types of charitable gifts,
including stocks, life insurance policies,
retirement plan assets, and cash.

Gifts in honor or memory of a loved one
are also gratefully received.
We will work with donors to ensure
that the appropriate parties are
notified and recognized.

Pledges can be made
over a two-year pledge period.

"We try to be a light from Cobb’s Hill.
This congregation has been part of the village for more than 300 years.
In all that time, trying to live our values and support our community has been a constant.
The Church building not only has a profound historic value,
but it’s also the home from which we worship and do our community work.
It embodies our faith, our legacy, our culture, and our heritage."
- Rev. Dr. Kristen Harper, Unitarian Church of Barnstable

Ways to Give

CHECK
Payable to the UCB Preservation Project
Mailed to: UCB, P.O. Box 285, Barnstable, MA 02630
CREDIT CARD
Use our secure online giving form at: preservation.barnstableuu.org
STOCK or OTHER GIVING VEHICLES
Please contact Dan Ewing, Treasurer, for instructions or more information.
Phone: (781)801-2311 or email: dewing3@gmail.com

